
FACTORS IN GRADE RETENTION  
 





15. Present Level of Academic Achievement 
It is important to remember that in a typical classroom the range of ability varies 

just as it does in any group of people.  In a typical fourth grade classroom there may be 
students who still read at a first or second grade level and others who read above a junior 
high level.  It is normal for about 50 percent of a class to be below grade level and about 
50 percent to be above grade level.  If schools retained every child who scored below 
average on standardized achievement tests, about one half of each grade would be 
retained each year. 
 
16. Student’s Attitude About Possible Retention 

The student should be included in discussions about


